CLerks’ ReporT MARCH 2026 25/26-70c
INFORMATION FOR MEEMBERS AND MIisc. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Miscellaneous Correspondence & Information Received

e NALC Chief Executive’s Bulletin — forwarded to Members 22/1/26, 29/1/26, 5/2/26, 12/2/26,
19/2/26, 5/3/26.

¢ News of funding for new Health Centre — email forwarded to Members 16/1/26

¢ News of appointment of new vicar — email forwarded to Members 2/2/26

¢ Invite to Homes England Exhibition at Robertsbridge Club — email forwarded to Members
18/2/26

¢ High Weald Lund Grants - email forwarded to Members 19/2/26

e RVA Newsletter — March newsletter forwarded to Members 12/3/26

Council Website

We successfully launched our fully compliant new website within budget and within the original
project timeline on 16 February 2026. We are very pleased with the website and have notified
other organisations of our new address salehurstparishcouncil.gov.uk Since launch we have been

regularly promoting to residents that they can subscribe for email updates of news we add to the
site. An email is sent out each Friday evening with all the news published that week, and urgent
emails are sent out when we have things we want to urgently inform residents. All Councillors
are asked to promote the website to friends and family.

Annual Litter Pick Sunday 1% February
The Litter Pick took place on a rainy afternoon. Robertsbridge Scout Group again assisted us. We

collected twenty-six bags of rubbish, so it was worthwhile, despite the weather which impacted
on the number of volunteers. We focused on areas we knew had issues, including the village car
park and have since asked Rother to look at rubbish along the A21. We have also spoken to the
Headteacher at Salehurst Primary School about getting pupils more involved next year which in
turn could encourage more families to come; she is keen to do this. Thank you to everyone who
turned out in the rain!

Community SpeedWatch

The organisers of Community SpeedWatch (Sussex Police) have contacted the Clerk about trying
to re-establish the SpeedWatch group in Robertsbridge. They have provided some posters. Does
anyone have any ideas on this, or want to pursue it?

Christmas Tree Festival December 2026

The Church is holding another Christmas Tree Festival this year 5 —12 December and are planning
to ask groups to decorate a tree on the theme of Christmas Carols; details to follow. Anyone want
to organise the Parish Council tree?

Parish Council presence at monthly village market and village events

Would it be a good idea for the Parish Council to attend these events to publicise what the Parish
council does, get more volunteers and help people sign up to website updates?
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Salehurst Cemetery

Since the last meeting (19 January 2026) there has been one ashes interment in a pre-purchased
grave. We have had five enquiries about purchasing plots and received one application for an
additional inscription on a memorial. Three memorial installations have taken place.

Members Training / Briefings / Conferences

Keeping up to date is an important aspect of being a Member and the organised courses are a
valuable way of keeping up with current issues and changes, as well as meeting other Members
and hearing different views and news.

ESALC general briefing/training sessions (open to all/any parish) can be found on the ESALC
website.

ESALC also provides training sessions through Breakthrough Communications, on
communications and compliance-focused training courses for parish and town councils across
East Sussex. Details can be found here https://breakthroughcomms.co.uk/calc-training-events/

If you are interested in any training, please let us know, so we can book you in. It is important
that new Councillors take up training and but equally important that all Members periodically
attend update/briefing sessions. These are held online and only last an hour or two.

Events attended:

Wild About Dark Skies Group Meeting with MP 16t January — David

NALC Managing Assets 28" January - Karen

NALC Launch of age-friendly communities guide 29" January — Mark
Meeting with Homes England re Mill Site 2" February — Nick, Sean, Karen
New Website online training 12" February — Karen, Gill

Footpath Group 17" February — Simon, Sean, Gill

Rother Clerks Assertion 10 online training by Aubergine 25" February- Karen
NALC Cyber Security Training 26" February - Paul

Rother Clerks Meeting 26" February — Karen

Advanced Word training 2" March - Karen

Data Compliance Training 16" March - Natalie

Upcoming Training/events booked:

ESALC Clerks Meeting 19" March — Karen, Gill

Kowenv ety
Karen Ripley Gill Colquhoun
Parish Clerk Assistant Clerk
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